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SRI LANKA STANDARD CODE OF PRACTICE
FOR THE HARVESTING, HANDLING AND
PACKAGING OF ORCHIDS

FOREWORD

This Sri Lanka Standard Code of Praciice was prepared by the
Drafting Committee of the Bureau on Cut Fiowers. 1t was approved
by the Agricultural and Chemicals Divisional Committcee of the Burcau
of Cf‘ylon Standards and was authorised for adoption and publication
by the Council of the Burcau on 1977-05-02.

This Code includes only the common genera of orchids. Fxotic
o fad
multigenerie hybrids of orchids could be ineorporated in the Code when
move flowers of these tvpes are available,

The Standard values given in this code are in metrie units.
1. SCOPE

This Code of Practice reeommends requirements to be observed
the harvesting, storing, packaging and transport of ovrchids.

2. TERMINOLOGY

For the purpose of Lhis standard the following tevms shall apply :

2.1 Splke (raceme)-—shall refer to the entive length of the fioval

axis from the peint of cutting to the terminal bad,

2.2 Stalk (pﬂdunl‘ie) — ,ng Axh io R’m length of the floval axis
from the point of cutt < lirst flower,

The following ten gonera {ncluding inlter-generic hyhrids) are dealt
A o + .
with in the siandava. i

3.1 Dendrobivm - lhis genus consiuly of i

be Fonilten)
Gouddi Bledd

) -1);‘4‘ e
VoBaterm
} Cane tvpe

(¢
(!
{

¢
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3"2

3.3
3.4
3.5
3.6
3.7
3.8

3.9

Vanda — this genus consists of the following three types :

(a) Terete leaved (eg. Miss Joaquim)

(b) Strap leaved (eg. Rothschildiana)

(¢) Semi-terete leaved (includes all crosses between Terete and
Strap types, eg. T.M.A.)

Ascocenda — (cg. Mcda Arnold)

Aranda — (cg. Wendy Scott)

Renantanda — (cg. Renantanda Ammani)

Aranthera — (eg. James Storie)

Arachnis —— (cg. Maggei Oetl)

Oncidium alliance — (eg. Golden Shower)

Cattleya — (special type; ¢

o. Bow Bells)

3.10 Phalaenopsis — (cg. Doris).

4. HARVESTING REQUIREMENTS

Tixeept where instructions aee tssued by the costomer the following
requirements shall apply :

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

At the time of havvest, orehitds shall be whole and shall ay far as
practicable be fresh and brightly coloured. They shall he free
from all visible disfiguration. Particular notice should be taken
of yellow bectle larval infestation or damage.

The length of the stalk shall be adoquante for use in a vase or other
floral arrangement.

Orchids shall preferably be picked carly in the moviing
into clean and fresh water immedinlely after cutting at
a few seconds.

and put
feast for

Orchids belonging to the different genera specified in Clause 3,
other than Aranda Wendy Scolt, Cattleya and Phalacnopsis.
should be harvested when at least 7/8ths of the spike consists of
fully opened flowers, and at least one bud unopened.



5.1

5.3

6.1

6.2

6.3
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The Aranda Wendy Scott should be harvested before the last
flower in the spike is fully opened. The flowers of the Cattleya
alliance should be fully opencd at the time of harvest.

Harvesting of the Phalaenopsis flowers should be governed by
the customers’ requirements.

5. PACKAGING AND TRANSPORT TO DEALER

In instances where the transport of orchids to a dealer is carried
out within half-an-hour after harvesting, they may be transported
in closed boxes or covered with a damp muslin cloth; where it
takes over half-an-hour a swab of wet cotton wool should be
attached to cach cut end and secured. The orchids should be
supplied preferably within 6 hours.

Orchids should be placed head to stem in a suitable box and each
stem should be placed in such a manner so as to prevent any
damage to the flowers.

LKvery precaution should be taken
(i) to prevent dircct sunlight playing on the box,

(ii) to avoid parking or leaving the vehicle carrying flowers
in the sun,

(iii) to avoid storage in a confined space during transport,
eg. in a luggage boot,

(iv) to avoid excessive handimg.

STORAGE REQUIREMENTS PRIOR TO PACKAGING
FOR EXPORT

The selected orchids shall be stored in a clean, cool and well
ventilated room frec from draughts and any type of contamination.

The Mwers shall be stored in non-metallic containers of cool,
clean water such that as mach of the stalk as possible is submerged.

The tip of the stalk shall e cut off and the water veplaced daily.

'
[
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6.4 Flowers for export shall preferably be packed within 24 hours of
being harvested, but not later than 48 hours.

6.5 Flowers shall be delivered to the airline within 8 hours of the
scheduled time of departure.

7. PACKAGING FOR EXPORT

Execept where instructions are issued by the foreign buyer, the follow-
ing requirements shall apply :

7-1 The flowers shall be packed in hoxes of the full teleseopie type
made of corrugated cardboard (at least 8 ply). These boxes
should not be morce than 150 mm in height.  Kach box should
be lined with two or more layers of newsprint or similar material.

7.2 The flowers should not be wet at the time of packing.

7.3 The end of cach stem shall be kept moist by wrapping the end
with 2 swab of cotton wool or a waterial which will retain its
moisturce over a fair period of time, soaked in clean and fresh water
free of chilovine.  The said wrapping shall be covered with a piece
of polythene which should be fastened by suitable means. 'The
flower spikes should he placed in such a manner so as to pre-
vent any damage to the flowers.

7.4 The flower spikes of the different genera of orchids should be
packed in the following manner

(i) All Scorpion Types — ahoul a dozen spikes to be placed
in a perforated pelvthene bag and a number of such bags
placed in o how,

(ity Bendrobium - The flower spikes are packed in oa box
which shall have a wrap-around lining of polvihene and
tissue paper. The flower spikes shall preferably he buifored

' tissue paper.

¥

- Iach spike shall Le huffeved with shred-
r. rolled in tissue paper and the onds closed,
d belined with a wrap-around polyihene shoet.

i :
The box shion]

(iv)  Other genera of orchids shall be packed as wequired by the

buyer,
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_ 7.5 Health and Custons inspection shall preferably be carried out in
; the shipper’s premiscs, at the time of packing.

7.6 The lids of the boxes shall be securely placed in position and these
boxes shall in turn be collectively packed tightly in a master
carton also made of corrugated cardboard (at least 5 ply). These
cartons shall conform in size to the requirements of the buyer
and the recommendations of the carrier.

7.6.1 For winter packing where special instructions arc not issued
by the buyer, each carton should be Hned with five layers
of newsprint. Rigifoam may be used if available,

7.7 The master cartons shall be sealed using gummed tape.

Note: In instances where a master carton is not used, each box
shall be sealed using gummed tape.

8. MARKING FOR EXPORT
In order to facilitate careful handling of the packages such that
damage to the flowers is minimised, the following markings are re-
commended :
; (iy The words “ fresh cut flowers ™.
(1) The words ““keep away from extremes of heat or cold .
(iti) Pictorial marking for “ perishable goods”. (see Figure 1.)

(iv) Pictorial marking for “ this way up ™ (see Figure 2.)

The text for the markings should be in languages appropriate to the
mode of transport and the destination.

9. TRANSPORT

Packages meant for export should be transported in a sheltered
vehicle and kept indoors hefore despateh,
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Fig. 1 - Pictorial Making for ‘‘perishable goods’’,

Fig. 2 - Pictorial Making for ‘‘this way up '’

10 -
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SLS CERTIFICATION MARK

The Sri Lanka Standards Institution is the owner of the
registered certification mark shown below. Beneath the mark,
the number of the Sri Lanka Standard relevant to the product
is indicated. This mark may be used only by those who have
obtained permits under the SLS certification marks scheme.
The presence of this mark on or in relation to a product
conveys the assurance that they have been produced to comply
with the requirements of the relevant Sri Lanka Standard
under a well designed system of quality control inspection
and testing operated by the manufacturer and supervised by
the SLSI which includes surveillance inspection of the factory,
testing of both factory and market samples.

Further particulars thhe terms and conditions cyrthe permit
may be obtained from the Sri Lanka Standards Institution,
17, Victoria Place, Elvitigala Mawatha, Colombo 08.

Printed at SLSI (Printing Unit)



N

S

SRI LANKA STANDARDS INSTITUTION

The Sri Lanka Standards Institution (SLSI) is the National Standards Organization of Sri Lanka
established under the Sri Lanka Standards Institution Act No. 6 of 1984 which repealed and
replaced the Bureau of Ceylon Standards Act No. 38 of 1964. The Institution functions under
the Ministry of Science & Technology.

The principal objects of the Institution as set out in the Act are to prepare standards and
promote their adoption, to provide facilities for examination and testing of products, to operate
a Certification Marks Scheme, to certify the quality of products meant for local consumption
or exports and to promote standardization and quality control by educational, consultancy

and research activity.

The Institution is financed by Government grants, and by the income from the sale of its
publications and other services offered for Industry and Business Sector. Financial and

administrative control is vested in a Council appointed in accordance with the provisions of

the Act.

The development and formulation of National Standards is carried out by Technical Experts
and representatives of other interest groups, assisted by the permanent officers of the Institution.
These Technical Committees are appointed under the purview of the Sectoral Committees
which in turn are appointed by the Council. The Sectoral Committees give the final Technical
approval for the Draft National Standards prior to the approval by the Council of the SLSI.

All members of the Technical and Sectoral Committees render their services in an honorary
capacity. In this process the Institution endeavours to ensure adequate representation of all

view points.

In the International field the Institution represents Sri Lanka in the International Organization
for Standardization (ISO), and participates in such fields of standardization as are of special

interest to Sri Lanka.

Printed at the Sri Lanka Standards Institution, 17, Victoria Place, Elvitigala Mawatha,
Colombo 08.




	back coverpage.pdf
	UDC     634.616 : 664.685.4
	SPECIFICATION  FOR
	
	NOTE  :  Attention is drawn to the certification facilities offered by the Sri Lanka Standards Institution. See the inside back cover of this specification.


	SAMPLING
	APPENDIX B
	DETERMINATION OF MOISTURE
	APPENDIX C
	Spread about 25 g  of the sample in a petri dish or any suitable dish and dry by the method given in B.2. The dried material shall be referred to as the dried sample and shall be used in the tests where so indicated.

	APPENDIX D
	DETERMINATION OF FAT
	D.1      APPARATUS
	
	D.2      REAGENTS


	D.2.1   Hydrochloric acid , concentrated
	
	D.3      PROCEDURE



	DETERMINATION OF TOTAL ASH
	
	
	E.1APPARATUS


	E.1.6Other laboratory equipment
	
	E.2PROCEDURE
	E.2.4Place the dish in the muffle furnace at  550
	E.3  CALCULATION



	APPENDIX F
	DETERMINATION OF pH OF RECONSTITUTED MILK
	
	
	F.1APPARATUS


	F.1.3Other laboratory equipment
	
	F.2PROCEDURE



	APPENDIX G
	DETERMINATION OF FREE FATTY ACIDS OF THE EXTRACTED OIL
	
	
	G.1APPARATUS
	G.3PROCEDURE



	APPENDIX H
	
	
	Gently invert the sample six times and prepare serial decimal dilutions immediately.
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